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Thank you for your interest in The University of Tampa. At our 

downtown, riverfront campus you will discover an atmosphere 

that fosters both academic excellence and personal growth, 

a highly qualified and dedicated faculty, and an outstanding 

curriculum that allows students to explore many options including: 

Over 120 academic programs and degree options

Internships within walking distance from campus

A dynamic campus life involving students 

from 50 states and over 100 countries

Study abroad, honors, and leadership opportunities 

Generous financial aid and scholarship offerings

Additionally, 95% of our students attain employment 

or graduate school admission within six months of 

graduation. Your family’s college search process is off to 

a good start and we look forward to working with you!

Sincerely,

Brent W. Benner

Director of Admissions  

Welcome to 
The University 
of Tampa!

History of UT
Early in the morning on Aug. 2, 1933, a battered 

pick-up truck arrived at Hillsborough High School. 

This was the day when Tampa Junior College was 

transformed into The University of Tampa and when its 

headquarters moved from the local high school to what 

is now known as Plant Hall. Riding on the truck was its 

president, Frederic H. Spaulding, the former principal 

of Hillsborough High School and the man who had 

been the motivating force behind establishing the first 

local university for Tampa’s high school graduates.

Formerly the Tampa Bay Hotel, the building represented, 

and still remains, a symbol of the city and its history. 

Local historians credit its builder, railroad and shipping 

magnate Henry B. Plant, with the transformation of 

Tampa from a sleepy fishing village to what would 

become a vibrant city of the 21st century.

Built between 1888 and 1891, the hotel was designed 

to surpass all other grand winter resorts. At a cost of $3 

million, the 511-room giant rose to a flamboyant height of 

five stories, surrounded by ornate Victorian gingerbread 

and topped by Moorish minarets, domes and cupolas.

The rooms that once hosted Teddy Roosevelt and 

his Rough Riders, Sarah Bernhart, Babe Ruth (who 

signed his first baseball contract in the hotel’s grand 

dining room), Clara Barton, Stephen Crane, Mrs. 

Ulysses S. Grant, the Prince of Wales, the Queen 

of England and many other celebrities of their day, 

are today’s classrooms, laboratories, public rooms, 

academic and administrative offices – the heart of the 

University that now fans out around Plant Hall. 
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www.ut.edu/residencelife 

The University of Tampa provides many 

lifestyle options.  New students should 

expect to share a room with at least 

one other student. Singles are reserved 

for upper-class continuing students.

All student rooms are air-conditioned. 

Cable television and local telephone 

service (with voice mailbox) are included 

Residence Life

UTAMPA GUIDE

Alfred and Beverly Austin Hall opened in fall 1998, and houses 425 students 

who live in suite rooms with two double rooms or one double and one triple room 

sharing one bath. This state-of-the-art nine story facility houses both men and 

women, and includes rooms specially fitted for physically-disabled students. A 

number of single rooms for continuing upper-class students also are available.

The Boathouse is home to 17 residents. Located on the banks of the Hillsborough 

River, it is convenient to the library and Plant Hall. Residents enjoy the small 

community, and a large deck overlooking the river and downtown skyline.

Brevard Hall opened its doors in fall 2000 and is home to 460 men and 

women. Suite-style rooms with shared bathroom and common area and 

the option of either a private or shared bedroom make Brevard Hall a very 

attractive place for upper-class students to live. Brevard Hall has ample study 

space and social spaces on the first floor. The L-shaped building creates an 

ideal courtyard for relaxing outdoors. Each suite has a living room between 

the bedrooms, providing plenty of space where residents can gather.

David A. Straz Jr. Hall, an apartment-style hall, opened in fall 2003. Straz 

Hall is eight stories high and houses 480 residents. Each apartment has a 

full kitchen, shared bathroom, living area where students can gather and 

four single sleeping rooms. On the first floor there is plenty of community 

space where residents can study and socialize, either inside or outside.

Urso Hall opened in fall 2006. Located conveniently across the street 

from the main entrance to campus, this 11-story building houses 182 

upper-class and graduate students. The residence hall has single and 

double apartments with mini-kitchens and private bathrooms.

McKay Hall, recently refurbished, is a two-story residence hall designed for 

190 men and women. Located on the bank of the Hillsborough River, it is 

conveniently located next to Plant Hall and the library. On the west side of McKay 

(Plant Hall side) are double rooms that have their own external entrances. Two 

double rooms share a bathroom. The east side (riverside) features double and 

triple rooms along an interior hallway sharing common hall bathrooms.

ResCom, UT’s on-campus apartment complex, is home to 235 upper-class students. 

Predominantly seniors and juniors, ResCom residents enjoy living in four-bedroom/

one-bathroom apartments, each with a full kitchen (including oven, stove and full-

size refrigerator) and a living room. Many second- and third-floor apartments have 

balconies, as well. The ResCom Clubhouse is the site for many special programs and 

events. The big-screen TV, pool table and kitchenette create a place for residents to 

relax. ResCom’s courtyard, a hot spot on campus, has BBQ grills and picnic tables.

Smiley, UT’s smallest “traditional” residence hall, is built around a sunny 

courtyard, and houses 130 men and women. Known for its close-knit community, 

it is located in the center of campus on the Flagpole Circle next to Plant Hall. 

Almost all the rooms in Smiley are double rooms and share a suite bath.

Stadium Center opened in fall 2007 and houses 448 residents. These 

residents live in double rooms and have access to eight new dining venues. 

Each suite has a small living room and two double rooms that share a 

bathroom. The residents of this seven-story building also have the use of 

a large community room with a TV and kitchen on the second floor.

The Vaughn Center opened its doors in 2001. This nine-story multi-

purpose facility was designed to re-center the social and residential life of 

UT students. Floors 3-8 house 525 students. Rooms in this hall are double or 

triple occupancy. While most rooms are suited to share a bath, several rooms 

contain their own baths. Students use a proximity card for elevator access 

to residential floors. The first two floors and the ninth floor include student 

dining, conference center, a two story cyber café, recreational area, student 

office space, computer lab and campus bookstore. The third floor has a small 

meeting room for tutoring and studying, a large community room with cozy 

furniture, and a full kitchen. Each floor has a small study or gathering space.

The Howard Johnson Plaza is our off-campus overflow residence hall. Students 

enjoy housekeeping service twice a week and all hotel facilities – pool, recreation 

room, parking, laundry machines, and restaurants. It is located about a half-mile 

from campus, and complementary shuttle service is provided. Several floors have 

been designated as traditional residence hall floors. Two students share one 

double room and a private bath. Resident assistants live on the floors and provide a 

traditional residential experience. For more information, visit www.tampahjp.com.  

in room rates. Each room is furnished 

with a bed (36 x 80 inches), desk, chair, 

closet/wardrobe and dresser.  Students 

living on campus have free Internet 

access through Ethernet connections in 

their rooms. There are lounges, vending 

machines, laundry facilities, game rooms 

and study areas in all buildings.

UTAMPA GUIDE
R

E
S

ID
E

N
C

E
 H

A
L
L
S

R
E

S
ID

E
N

C
E

 H
A

L
L
S



University of Tampa8 www.universityparent.com/utampa

UTAMPA GUIDE UTAMPA GUIDE

Campus Recreation 

www.ut.edu/recreation 

The Department of Campus Recreation provides the University 

community with opportunities for intramural sports, organized 

recreational events, and fitness activities.  The intramural sports 

program provides students, faculty and staff the opportunity to 

participate in organized, non-varsity team and individual contests. 

Civic Engagement and Service

www.ut.edu/civic/serviceorgs

Seventy percent of all students participate in community 

service activities prior to their graduation from UT. Each year, 

approximately 100,000 hours are volunteered by students, faculty 

and staff at more than 200 local organizations. The PEACE 

Volunteer Center records these hours for students. Students may 

also record their activities on a co-curricular transcript, which 

can be sent to prospective employers and graduate schools in 

addition to academic transcripts and credentials.  Many of UT's 

140 student organizations sponsor service projects as well.

Fraternity and Sorority Life

www.ut.edu/greeklife 

The University of Tampa's fraternity and sorority community 

consists of a diverse group of men and women within nine 

fraternities and eight sororities. Greek letter social organizations 

at The University of Tampa create smaller communities within 

the larger university environment for the purposes of facilitating 

growth in areas of scholarship, community service, leadership, 

diversity, and community involvement. Building lifelong 

friendships through collaborative and meaningful relationships 

is a key component to the fraternal experience at UT.

Student Organizations

www.ut.edu/studentorgs

Our students distinguish themselves by taking an active 

role in campus life and the community. Motivated to "make 

a difference" or simply to make friends, your student will 

find more than 140 clubs and organizations, including 

four major student publications, academic recognition 

societies, peer education groups, community service 

organizations, student government, Greek life, special 

interest and leadership groups, nationally recognized ROTC 

programs and top-ranked NCAA Division II sports.  

Student Leadership 
& Engagement

9University of Tampa www.universityparent.com/utampa

UTAMPA GUIDE
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www.ut.edu/ace 

Peer tutors in the Academic Center for 

Excellence (ACE) provide free tutoring for 

many courses, sometimes even online.  

Trained peer tutors help students attain 

and enhance a variety of learning skills, 

from reducing test anxiety to improving 

reading rates. More importantly, ACE 

shows students how to strengthen 

their study habits and problem-solving 

techniques for continued learning 

achievement long after graduation.

ACE’s academic and support 

services include:

Peer tutoring

Academic skills course (ASK 100)

Individual assistance with learning 

related issues such as:

Test anxiety

Math anxiety

Motivation and procrastination

Test taking

Reading comprehension

Note taking

Time management

Testing Services (CLEP)

Services for students 

with disabilities  

Academic 
Support

www.ut.edu/career 

Career Services helps to make 

the transition from campus life to 

the professional world a smooth 

one, launching successful careers 

from right here on campus.

Your student’s search for the right 

career path begins early, with a focus on 

helping them match their new passion 

to that perfect post-college job.  From 

freshman year through graduation, 

the career services staff works with 

your student to explore all the options: 

providing counseling and assessments, 

offering advice on crafting resumes, 

building a contact network, and 

executing job search strategies.  Plus, 

more than 700 of the region’s business 

leaders serve on UT advisory boards, 

providing students with a world of 

professional connections to explore.

HIRE UT is an innovative online career 

management system with access to more 

than 6,000 employer contacts.  Students 

and alumni use HIRE UT to seek jobs 

and internships, post online resumes and 

receive career advice and notifications.  

Career 
Services

UTAMPA GUIDE
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Education Abroad

Family 
Association

www.ut.edu/education-abroad

University of Tampa students in all 

majors have the opportunity to build their 

credentials through an education abroad 

program. UT’s education abroad programs 

prepare University of Tampa students to 

be global-ready. Today’s employers seek 

graduates who can communicate in at least 

one foreign language, have multi-cultural 

knowledge, possess skills and training 

in negotiating with people of different 

cultures and have the basic skills to travel 

and work outside of the United States.

UT students may take advantage of a 

variety of education abroad opportunities:

UT Travel Courses

Semester/Year Abroad Programs

UT Summer Abroad

Freshmen Semester Abroad

International Internships

International University Partnerships

Community-Based Service Learning 

www.ut.edu/family-association 

The UT Family Association serves 

to establish, maintain and enhance 

communication between families and the 

UT community. Families of every student are 

automatically members of the association!

For more information about involvement, 

please contact Jessica Burns, development 

associate, at jburns@ut.edu or (813) 258-7481.

Members of the Family Association 

receive the Minaret Minute, a quarterly 

newsletter offering helpful information, 

and UT Journal, the full-color alumni 

magazine published three times a year.

Families are invited to support and share in 

the UT experience through: 

Family Association Board of Directors 

The governing body of the Family 

Association, the Board consists of 

parents from Tampa Bay and across 

the country who volunteer their time 

and resources for the UT community. 
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www.ut.edu/healthcenter

The Student Health and Wellness Center 

at The University of Tampa offers basic 

health care services, wellness services, 

and health information for preventing 

illness and maintaining an energetic life.

The center provides health care for:

Acute illnesses and injuries 

Immunizations 

Women's Services

Allergy injections 

Most services are covered by students’ 

health insurance policies, so there are 

few out-of-pocket costs for full-time 

undergraduate students who have 

already paid the student service fee. 

Student Health and 
Wellness Center

Council members' contact information 

is published in a directory so that 

they can assist other parents. 

Admissions Assistance 

The University of Tampa's admissions 

staff will cross the country this year 

to recruit the next incoming class. 

If interested in helping with college 

fairs or recruiting efforts, please 

contact Valerie French at (888) 

MINARET or admissions@ut.edu. 

Career Networking 

Parents can play a major role in 

students' career development by 

offering internship or shadowing 

opportunities and urging recruiters 

to recruit at UT. Parents can contact 

Career Services for assistance 

or can become an e-mentor 

through online HIRE-UT. 

Family Weekend 

Every October, more than 2,000 

family members visit UT for Family 

Weekend. Administrators and students 

serve on the planning and welcoming 

committees. Participation from parents 

is also encouraged. Family Association 

annual meeting is held at this time. 

Parent Fund 

Tuition alone doesn't cover the cost 

of educating each UT student. Gifts 

made to the Parent Fund support 

student scholarships, maintain the 

beauty of UT's campus, and keep 

UT at the forefront of technology. 

Cake Service 

To order a special occasion 

cake for your child, please 

visit the Dining Services Web 

site at dining.ut.edu/gift. 

UTAMPA GUIDE
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www.ut.edu/safety 

 

Safe Escort Service

The safety escort service is provided by 

the Student Government LASER Team (Law 

Abiding Students Ever Ready) during fall 

and spring terms for the safety of anyone 

walking alone on campus at night.  

Upon request, a student will be assigned 

an escort to the requested on-campus 

destination. In addition, the escort service, 

when not en route to a destination, 

is on motorized patrol and will offer 

escort service to pedestrians who are 

walking alone at night on campus.  

SMART

The University of Tampa offers a free 

emergency alert text messaging service 

to students, faculty and staff. Spartan 

Mobile Alert (SMART) is an optional 

service that will only be used in potential 

or developing emergency circumstances. 

You will receive a UT text message alert 

advising you of the situation and where 

to get additional information and details.   

Sign up by logging onto SpartanWeb and 

clicking on the Spartan Mobile AleRT link 

on the left, then follow the instructions.  

www.universityparent.com/utampaUniversity of Tampa

The University of Tampa considers the safety and security of all University 

community members integral to its educational mission. The Department 

of Campus Safety and Security works closely with the Dean of Students to 

ensure that guidelines, rules and procedures are properly communicated 

and executed. Security officers also coordinate with the Facilities 

Management Department to provide a clean and safe environment. 

Officers patrol campus 24 hours a day, every day of the 

year. They also assist with services such as publishing crime 

prevention information, providing pedestrian escorts, assisting 

with personal property engraving, and vehicle registration.

Campus Safety and Security
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RESOURCES RESOURCES

{ HELPFUL RESOURCES}

Academic Advising 

Office

258-7421

www.ut.edu/

academic-advising 

Academic Center for 

Excellence (ACE)

258-7251

www.ut.edu/ace

Admissions

1-888-MINARET

www.ut.edu/admissions

Athletics

257-3100

www.tampaspartans.com

Bookstore

253-6230

utampa.bncollege.com 

Bursar’s Office

253-6202

www.ut.edu/bursar

Campus Recreation

257-7535

www.ut.edu/recreation

Career Services

253-6236

www.ut.edu/career

Connect by Hertz 

Car Sharing

253-6204

www.ut.edu/

connectbyhertz 

Dean of Students

253-6204

www.ut.edu/

deanofstudents 

Development and 

University Relations

253-6220

www.ut.edu/give-to-ut

Financial Aid

253-6219

www.ut.edu/financialaid

Health and 

Counseling Center

253-6250

www.ut.edu/healthcenter

Honors Program

honors@ut.edu

www.ut.edu/honors

International Programs

258-7433

www.ut.edu/international 

LASER Team 

(Safe Escort)

257-4515

www.ut.edu/safety/

safeescort 

Library

253-6231

www.ut.edu/library

Museum, Henry B. Plant

254-1891

www.plantmuseum.com

P.E.A.C.E. Volunteer 

Center

253-6263

www.ut.edu/peace

Post Office

258-7454

www.ut.edu/postoffice

 

 

Registrar’s Office

258-6251

www.ut.edu/registrar

Residence Life

253-6239

www.ut.edu/residencelife

Safety and Security

251-5133

www.ut.edu/safety

Saunders Writing Center

253-6244

www.ut.edu/academic-

support/saunders

Sodexo (Dining Services)

258-7257

dining.ut.edu 

Spartan ID Card Office

253-6296

www.ut.edu/spartancard 

Student Conduct

judicial@ut.edu

www.ut.edu/

studentconduct

Student Government

257-3768

www.utampasg.org 

Student Leadership 

and Engagement

253-6233

www.ut.edu/

studentengagement

Student Productions

253-6291

www.

utstudentproductions.com

UT Area Code = 813  UT Switchboard: 253-3333

Fall Term 2010

O
c
to

b
e

r 1 Family Weekend begins

15
Residence halls open for new students to 

drop off belongings. No keys issued.
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1 Last day for federal financial aid return of funds

4 Registration begins for spring

24 Thanksgiving break begins
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13 Final exam week begins

16 Fall semester ends

17
Residence halls close for students 

except graduates

18 Commencement

19 Residence halls close for graduates

Spring Term 2011
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12 New international students arrive

13
Residence halls open for new students

Final registration and payment

14 Residence halls open for continuing students

17 No classes, Martin Luther King holiday

18 Spring classes begin

M
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h 6 Spring Break begins

31 Fall registration begins
M
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3 Final exam week begins

6 Semester ends

7

Commencement 

Residence halls close for students 

except for graduates

8 Residence halls close for graduates
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Featured Sponsors

ACCOMMODATIONS
Comfort Suites 
Please see ad on p. 13. 

Courtyard Marriott 
Please see ad on p. 4.  
 

Doubletree Hotel 
Please see ad on p. 5.  
 

Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel 
Please see ad on adjacent page.

Hyatt Regency Tampa 
Please see ad on p. 14. 
 

Marriott Tampa Westshore 
Please see ad on p. 10.

Sheraton Tampa Riverwalk 
Please see ad on back cover. 

APARTMENTS & HOUSING
Davis Island Apartments 
Please see ad on below.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
Bay Area Auto Services 
Please see ad on p. 12.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Wachovia 
Please see ad on inside front cover. 

HEALTHCARE
Tampa General Hospital 
Please see ad on p. 17.

To be featured in the guide, please contact 

University Parent Media Sales Consultant 

Scott Griesser at (866) 721-1357, or send an 

e-mail to ask@universityparent.com.




