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Dear Parents and Family Members,

Welcome to the North Carolina 

Agricultural and Technical State University 

family! It is our pleasure to welcome each 

of you to our community. North Carolina 

A&T State University is committed to 

partnering with parents and families to 

assist in the success and education of 

our new students. The Office of New 

Student Programs provides resources and 

programs to assist you in the support of 

your student’s growth at NCA&T and also 

to provide support to students as they 

transition into college life. We encourage 

you to take advantage of our resources 

over the next couple of years. We offer 

a wide variety of resources and events 

for parents and families including Parent 

Orientations and Family Weekend during 

every fall semester. We would like for you 

to visit the parent web site frequently at 

www.ncat.edu/~freshman. This website 

is up-to-date with information you need 

to know and can serve as a great starting 

point when questions or concerns arise. 

As you explore our many different 

resources for information, you will have 

the opportunity to discover North Carolina 

A&T’s rich and storied history and learn 

about our award-winning faculty, intensive 

research programs, and student-led 

community service initiatives.  While we 

celebrate our profound history steeped 

in academic and social responsibility, 

we are not prepared to rest on our 

laurels, but instead, will continue to 

explore new frontiers of knowledge 

through cutting edge research.

I invite you to become a part of a vision 

that continues to produce tomorrow’s 

leaders.  I encourage you to visit our 

beautiful campus and tour our state-of-

the-art classroom buildings, sit in a class 

or laboratory, or attend an athletic or 

cultural event. See firsthand how A&T 

is making a difference in the world!

We appreciate your participation and 

involvement in your student’s experience 

and look forward to an awesome next 

few years with your student on our 

campus. Please don’t hesitate to ask us 

for assistance as your student transitions 

to this very exciting time in their lives! 

Best of Wishes!

 

Ferreli L. McGilvary

Assistant Director of Transitional Programs  

Welcome to 
North Carolina A&T!

NCAT GUIDE

N.C. A&T is a community partner, neighbor 

and an active corporate citizen of the 

Piedmont Triad.  Born from the University’s 

mission to offer exemplary instruction, 

scholarly and creative research, and 

effective public service, our outreach 

efforts illustrate how campus and 

community collaborations enhance the 

quality of life for the citizens of North 

Carolina, the nation, and the world.   

A&T is a vital part of the community and 

the community is a vital part of A&T.

The faculty, staff and students are 

the essence of what makes A&T 

special.  In your explorations, discover 

what makes our faculty, students and 

alumni strongly committed to A&T and 

the true meaning of Aggie Pride.

NCAT GUIDE
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Fall 2011 – Spring 2012 
Academic Calendar

December 2 Friday Reading Day

December 5-9 Monday-Friday Final Examinations

December 9 Friday Waste Management and Global Studies 

Certificate Awards Ceremony

December 10 Saturday Commencement

Residence Halls close for non-

graduating students at 12:00 p.m.

Residence Halls close for 

graduating seniors 5:00 p.m.

December 12 Monday 11:59 p.m. Final grades due  

Spring 2012

December 12 Monday Last day to apply for Readmission

Last day to submit appeal for academic 

suspension or academic dismissal

January 4-18 Wednesday thru 

Wednesday

Late Registration ($50.00 late fee)

January 6 Friday Faculty/Staff Institute - Faculty Report 

January 8 Sunday Residence Halls (open 6:00 a.m. - 12:00 

Noon) for continuing and new students

January 11 Wednesday Classes Begin

January 16 Monday Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 

Service Day (No classes; 

University offices closed) 

January 18 Wednesday 11:59 p.m. Last day to add courses

Last day to switch course sections

Last day to drop a course and 

receive financial credit  

NCAT GUIDE

Fall 2011

October 15 Saturday Homecoming

October 17 Monday Advisement and Registration 

begins for Spring/Summer 

October 17-18 Monday-Tuesday Fall Break

October 21 Friday 11:59 p.m. Undergraduate mid-term grades due 

October 21 Friday Last day to defend Thesis/Dissertation

October 24 Monday Defended and approved 

Thesis/Dissertation due in 

Graduate School Office 

October 28 Friday Last day to withdraw from a course 

without a grade evaluation

November 4 Friday Last day to withdraw from the 

University without a grade evaluation

November 7-28 Monday thru Monday Registration period for Spring/Summer

November 21 Monday Last day to submit approved 

Thesis/Dissertation to Graduate 

School Office for binding

November 23-25 Wednesday-Friday University Holiday (Thanksgiving)

December 1 Thursday Last day of classes
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April 5 Thursday Last day to withdraw from the 

University without a grade evaluation

April 6 Friday University Holiday - Good Friday

April 16 Monday Last day to submit approved 

Thesis/Dissertation to Graduate 

School Office for binding

May 3 Thursday Last day of classes

May 4 Friday Reading Day

May 7 - 11 Monday thru Friday Final Examinations

May 11 Friday Waste Management and Global Studies 

Certificate Awards Ceremony

May 12 Saturday Commencement

Residence Halls close for non-

graduating students at 12:00 Noon

Residence Halls close for 

graduating seniors 5:00 p.m.

May 14 Monday 11:59 p.m. Final grades due  

January 25 Wednesday Last day to receive book allowance

January 27 Friday Last day to apply for graduation 

January 27 Friday Ronald E. McNair Memorial Day

February 1 Wednesday February One Celebration

February 17 Friday Last day to remove Incomplete(s) 

assigned Fall 

February 27 

- March 2 

Monday thru Friday Final comprehensive exam 

week (Graduate Students)

March 3 Saturday Residence Halls close at 

1:00 p.m. on Saturday

March 5-9 Monday-Friday Spring Break

March 11 Sunday Residence Halls re-open 

9:00 a.m. on Sunday

March 12 Monday Advisement begins for Fall and Summer

March 14 Wednesday 11:59 p.m. Undergraduate mid-term grades due 

March 15 Thursday Honor’s Convocation (Classed 

suspended 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.)

March 23 Friday Last day to defend Thesis/Dissertation

March 26 Monday Defended and approved 

Thesis/Dissertation due in 

Graduate School Office 

March 27 Tuesday Last day to withdraw from a course 

without a grade evaluation

April 2-21 Monday thru Saturday Registration period for Fall and Summer

NCAT GUIDE
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Ten Tips for Parents

1  Allow Time to get Adjusted
The first few days/weeks of school require 

many adjustments to new situations as 

well as concentration on the academic 

transition from high school to college. 

Believe it — they are missing home at 

the same time they are adjusting to 

cultural, academic, and social change. 

You can help if you write. Send a card 

with a handwritten note or write a letter 

letting them know that you are going 

through a period of adjustment as well. 

Better yet, use the available technology 

(email, text messaging) or whatever 

works best for you. A care package 

loaded with all their favorite treats 

will let them know how much you love 

them and are thinking about them.

2  Ask Questions
Of course you want to know how things 

are going. Believe this, it won’t hurt to ask. 

Let them know you are interested in what’s 

going on with them. Be a good listener 

and point them to useful resources.

3  Expect change to 
occur gradually (or maybe 
instantly, like having a 
roommate) and be patient
College brings change and maturing 

that takes time. Give old habits a 

chance to weed out and new ones 

a chance to develop as your Aggies 

finds out what works best for them.

4  Don’t worry (too 
much) about  “nothing is 
going right…I hate this 
place…I want to come 
home” phone calls, letters, 
emails or text messages
Let them get it off their chest, but try 

to find out what’s really bugging them 

and why. Ask about rest, relaxation, 

and recreation opportunities and about 

the things they do in their spare time 

that they enjoy. Suggest a way to have 

them integrate those things into college 

life. Encourage them to stay on campus 

on the weekends so they can really 

experience college life. Let college 

grow on them. Know what resources 

are available to help if they hit a snag 

and, whom to call if the going gets too 

rough. Encourage them to seek out the 

services Morgan has to offer. A friendly 

reminder about the services discussed 

at ACCESS Orientation would be great!

5  Visit
Yes, you want to see them, and they want 

to see you. Visits by parents are another 

of the first year events that freshmen are 

reluctant to admit liking but appreciate 

greatly. Spur-of-the-moment “surprises” 

usually are not appreciated, so give 

advance notice. They will want to impress 

you about how clean they keep their room.

6  Give them a sense  
of security
Help provide the tools they need. Secure 

their finances. College costs money. Pay 

their bills on time. Then, send money for 

everything from books, to flash drives, 

to snacks or the movies and laundry. 

Establish a bank account, cash card 

system, and definitely put them on a 

budget. Have health insurance and a 

process in place for a health emergency.

7  Give them their space
Your “Aggie” will be growing into 

independence. When they come 

home for the holidays, allow them 

to share their time with family and to 

catch up with old friends. They like 

to eat, and, after dorm food, they will 

spend plenty of time at home.

8  Connect with the university
A&T is your friend. Establish contacts 

in various offices that can provide 

appropriate information and help 

your student when needed. Attend 

Homecoming in the Fall. Give thanks when 

you get help; you may need it again!

9  Most Importantly, 
Trust Them
You know in your heart that you have 

done everything in your power to raise 

your student well. They won’t forget you or 

what you have taught them. Independence 

will come through the freedom of 

experience, not instruction. Mistakes will 

occur. Let them be a learning experience.

10  Relax, Let Go and  
Let A&T!  

North Carolina A&T State University Guide
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Campus Map
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University Resources 
& Services

Communicating With 

Your Aggies

The University Mail Center is located 

on the lower level of Brown Hall on 

Laurel Street and serves only as a postal 

station. The Mail Center offers centralized 

mailboxes for students assigned to 

residence halls. Mail is placed directly 

into mailboxes assigned to each resident. 

The Mail Center window is open weekday 

from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm and on Saturday 

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. The Mail Center 

also offers express mailing via the U.S. 

Postal Service, Federal Express (Fedex) 

and United Parcel Services (UPS)

The Division of Student Affairs

100 Murphy Hall 

Phone: (336) 334.7696

Email: studaff@ncat.edu

The Division of Student Affairs is 

committed to the academic success and 

holistic development of our students.  

We foster growth and development 

through Living Learning Communities, 

leadership programs, Lyceum Series 

and other collaborative efforts with 

the entire University community.

We encourage our students to take 

advantage of the many programs 

and services offered through 

our division which include 

 � the Campus Recreation Center, 

 � Career Services, 

 � Counseling Services, 

 � Dean of Students, 

 � Greek Life, 

 � Health Services, 

 � Housing & Residence Life, 

 � International Students 

and Scholars Office, 

 � Memorial Student Union, 

 � Multicultural Student Center, 

 � Office of New Student Programs, 

 � Student Development, 

 � University Events Center, 

 � Veteran & Disability 

Support Services, and 

 � TRIO Programs (Ronald McNair 

Program, Student Support 

Services, and Upward Bound).

We invite students, parents, and others 

to EXPLORE our website, DISCOVER 

all we have to offer, and see how our 

students BECOME globally engaged 

citizens who are prepared for leadership 

in a dynamic and global society.  In 

the Essence of Aggie Pride!!!

Health, Wellness, and Safety

Sebastian Health Center

1601 E. Market Street

Greensboro, NC 27411

Telephone: (336) 334-7880

Administration Fax: (336) 334-7154

General Fax: (336) 334-7264

Medical Record Fax: (336) 256-2613

E-mail: health@ncat.edu

Our job is to create and maintain a 

student-focused & student-friendly 

health care setting. At the Student Health 

Center, you will receive cost-effective, 

quality health care from fully trained 

& licensed professionals, certified in 

their respective fields. All professional 

staff undergo continuing education, as 

required by their professional licenses. 

Our purpose is to keep students 

healthy so that they can engage 

productively in the academic affairs 

at the University, improving academic 

performance and increasing retention.

We are committed to providing students 

on our campus excellent health care 

during their academic endeavors. The 

Health Center staff works continuously to 

improve service delivery through clinical 

services, health education and promotion, 

auxiliary services and insurance needs.

Aggie Alert

200 North Benbow Road

Greensboro, NC 27411

Phone: (336) 256-0863

Fax: (336) 256-0862

Aggie Info Line (336) 334-7325

Aggie Alert is one of North Carolina 

A&T State University’s emergency 

notification systems. Aggie Alert is used 

to disseminate text messages to mobile 

devices and/or e-mails messages to 

registered users. Aggie Alert compliments 

the existing communication strategy 

currently used by the University to 

disseminate emergency communications 

which include but are not limited to 

the University’s website; University 

issued e-mail addresses, WNAA 90.1, 

and local media reports. To see a 

comprehensive list, go to www.ncat.

edu/~univrel/emergency.html.  

NCAT GUIDE

North Carolina A&T State University Guide
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University Resources & Services [cont.]

University Police 

Department (UPD)

406 Laurel Street

Greensboro, NC 27411

Phone: (336) 334-7128

Emergency 24 hour contact 

(336) 334-7675

All of the efforts of the University Police 

Department are aimed at providing a safe 

and harmonious environment wherein 

our community can thrive. We believe 

the best way to build a community is to 

work together. Accordingly, we endeavor 

to preserve old and continuously 

form new relationships within our 

community. Whether you are representing 

yourself or a group, we encourage 

you to let us know how the University 

Police Department can serve you. 

Every member of the University Police 

Department is committed to the concepts 

of personal and professional excellence, 

uncompromising integrity, continuous 

improvement, productive teamwork 

and efficient safety, security and law 

enforcement services. We take pride in 

our accomplishment and abilities, and 

in all we do. The safety and well-being 

of our student, faculty, staff and visitors 

are always our primary concern.

Student Involvement

Student Government Association (SGA)

Memorial Student Union, Room 213

Email:sga@ncat.edu

Phone: (336) 334-7820

The Student Government at the 

University of North Carolina A&T is the 

representative body for all undergraduate 

students. It acts as a lobbying force and 

a liaison between the administration and 

student body. The Student Government 

is comprised of three branches. The 

Executive Branch which consist of the 

president, vice president, treasurer, and 

executive cabinet. The Senate; which is 

the legislative branch, voices students 

concerns and passes it to legislation to 

improve student life. The Judicial Branch, 

presided by the chief justice, is primarily 

responsible for interpreting and enforcing 

the Student Government Constitution.

Student University 

Activities Board (SUAB)

Memorial Student Union, Suite 200

Phone: (336) 334-7571

Fax: (336) 334-7131

The Student University Activities Board 

is part of the educational program of the 

University.  It is the organization primarily 

responsible for shaping the Memorial 

Union, the center of the University’s 

social activities, designed to enhance the 

social, moral, intellectual, cultural, and 

political life of each individual student.  

Through its various committees, it 

provides cultural, social and recreational 

programs to make free time activity 

and education go hand in hand.  

Campus Recreation Center

The mission of Campus Recreation is to 

provide a broad and diversified program 

of sports and activities that meet the 

needs and interest of the entire campus 

community.  These activities are organized 

and administered in a manner that is 

intended to provide a recreational break 

from academic pursuits, improve physical 

health, and develop skills and interest 

that contribute to healthy lifestyles.  The 

greatest opportunity lies in fostering 

personal growth through competition, 

self-testing, and teamwork that is found 

in participating in recreational sports. 

Residence Hall Association (RHA)

Aggie Village Building 2  

Phone: (336) 285.4337

The Residence Hall Association (RHA) 

is a student leadership organization 

that represents various residence 

halls, which house the on campus 

student population.  The purpose of 

the Residence Hall Association is to 

foster a sense of community within and 

between the residence halls as well as 

to promote the overall residence hall 

experience within a living and learning 

community. The goal and purpose of 

the Residence Hall Association is to 

also provide information, programs and 

resources for residence hall students. 

RHA strives to give each on campus 

resident a voice within the department 

of Housing and Residence Life as well as 

a voice within university administration. 

In its effort to give each on campus 

student a voice, RHA emphasizes and 

promotes leadership and educational 

opportunities in the residence halls, 

effective communication within and 

between the residence halls and Housing 

and  Residence Life, academic excellence 

for all residential students, and a sense of 

self respect for all individuals that reside 

within the on campus living community. 

RHA works diligently to make sure 

that students are aware of university/ 

departmental policies and procedures 

as well as, self governance within the 

residence halls. RHA believes that all 

students should have an understanding of 

the importance of a general appreciation 

for cultural and social diversity, as 

well as social responsibility and social 

awareness through educational and 

community service opportunities.   

NCAT GUIDE
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University Resources & Services [cont.]

This commitment includes providing 

financial support for athletic scholarships, 

facilities, equipment and other resources 

to support high performance in all varsity 

sports with an equal focus on providing a 

high quality experience for both student 

athletes and supporters while utilizing the 

highest integrity for athletic excellence 

within the rules and guidelines established 

by North Carolina A&T State 

University, Mid-Eastern 

Athletic Conference and 

the National Collegiate 

Athletic Association.

The Aggie Athletic 

Foundation Board of 

Directors is working 

hard to enhance your 

experience in this 

exciting organization. 

Becoming a donor 

of The Aggie Athletic 

Foundation gives benefits 

that serve to highlight your support 

of Aggie Athletics. These benefits 

are our way of saying thank you.

On April 27, 2011 our Blue & Gold 

Marching Machine was selected out of 

150 other bands nationwide to perform 

in the 2012 Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade 

under the leadership of Dr. Kenneth Ruff.

If you want to make a financial 

contribution to the A&T 

Band trip to participate 

in the 2012 Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Parade, 

send your gifts to: 

NC A&T SU 

Marching Band

Attn: Macy’s Parade

1601 E. Market Street

1120 E. Bessemer 

Ave/Band center

Greensboro, NC 27411  

Aggie Boosters

FERPA

 In compliance with Federal Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 

(FERPA), North Carolina A&T State University (NC A&T) is prohibited from 

providing certain information from your student records to a third party, such as 

grades, billing, tuition and fee assessments, financial aid (including scholarships, 

grants, work-study or loan amounts) and other student record information. 

This restriction includes, but is not limited to, your parents, spouse or a 

sponsor. FERPA is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education 

records. In order for the University to release information to anyone other 

than yourself, various on-campus offices, federal, state and law enforcement 

agencies are exempt under the FERPA law, this release form must be signed 

by you (the student) and will remain in effect until revoked by you in writing. 

Please note that it is the policy of NC A&T not to release certain 

aspects of student records (income, grade point average, grades, 

and account balance) over the telephone or via e-mail. Students 

must visit the respective offices to obtain this information.  

RHA will also serve as a representative 

body for students living within the on 

campus community in matters concerning 

Residence Life policies and procedures, 

residential facilities, food services, 

and programming efforts within the 

residence halls and throughout campus.

Greek Life

The Greek Community at North Carolina 

A&T State University consists of all 

of the Historically Black Fraternities 

and Sororities as well as local social 

organizations, honor societies and 

professional organizations. In order 

to function on campus, organizations 

are registered with Student Affairs 

who works closely with individual 

organizations in the development 

of their programs and activities.

Blue & Gold Marching Machine

Dr. Kenneth G. Ruff, Director of Bands

800 Lindsay Street

Greensboro, NC 27411

Phone (336) 334-7776

Fax (336) 334-7311

band@ncat.edu

Marching orders have been given and once 

the Machine has been released, there is 

no going back. The Marching Aggies are 

a well-oiled and refined mechanism that is 

fueled and ready for the task ahead.  Every 

member has a piece of the machine in 

them, making for an enthusiastic display 

of Aggie Pride with each performance. 

Not just men, but a machine... is coming 

to a stadium near you. Engine revamped 

and prepared to roll over anything in the 

way. Armed with musicianship, talents, 

and showmanship, get ready to meet 

the evolution of the Machine.  

The mission of The Aggie Athletic Foundation is to 

provide support to the Athletics Department at North 

Carolina A&T State University and to foster the athletic, 

academic and social development of student athletes. 

Please make 

gifts payable to:

NC A&T Band
Please write “MACYS” 

in the subject line

see large photo pgs 4-5
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Greensboro History

Saura and Keyauwee Indians were 

the earliest inhabitants of Piedmont 

North Carolina. The first settlers in 

the Greensboro area were mostly 

Germans, Quakers of Welsh and 

English descent and Scotch-Irish who 

came to the Piedmont from Norsthern 

colonies. These pioneers worked 

the land and shaped the future for 

generations to come. Permanent 

settlement began around 1740.

To thwart the invasion of North 

Carolina by 1,900 redcoats under 

Lord Cornwallis, American Major 

General Nathanael Greene deployed 

4,400 rebels in three battle lines 

at Guilford Courthouse on March 

Official Beginnings
Greensboro: 1808

Guilford County: 1771 

Area
Greensboro: 131.75 square miles

Guilford County: 650.75 square miles

Population
Greensboro: 260,083

Guilford County: 468,344 

Greensboro Metropolitan 

Statistical Area: 714,765 (2009) 

Elevation
897 feet 

15, 1781. Cornwallis held the field 

after an intense, two-hour fight, but 

lost one-quarter of his army, which 

hastened his eventual defeat at 

Yorktown seven months later.

In 1807, the residents of the area voted 

to create a new, more centrally located 

seat of government. The following 

year, elected officials mapped out 

a 42-acre tract of land, paid $98 to 

purchase it and suggested that it 

be named Greensborough after the 

patriot commander Nathanael Greene.

The new town prospered and it 

wasn’t long before it became a 

center for educational and economic 

opportunities. Greensboro was and 

continues to be a “chosen center.”  

Average Yearly Temperature
Maximum: 68.7 deg F

Minimum: 47.6 deg F 

Average Yearly Rainfall
50.24 inches 

Average Yearly Snowfall
3.8 inches 

Government
Council/Manager Form - City Council 

comprises an elected mayor and eight 

elected council members (nonpartisan).  

Welcome to Greensboro!

Information and photos courtesy of Greensboro Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
Photography by Dan Routh
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